THE HUNGERFORD BIG WHEEL

OFF-ROAD ROUTE – GAZETTEER
*** IMPORTANT NOTE:  IF YOU WISH TO LEAVE THE RIDE BEFORE THE END PLEASE DO SO AT A MARSHALL POINT (MARKED ‘M’ BELOW) AND INFORM THE MARSHALL *** 

THE MARSHALLS HAVE SUPPLIES OF WATER

Leave Common by Inkpen Gate.   At end of tunnel of trees carry straight on for INKPEN.  (Ignore right turn for Family Route and another right turn for Anvills).

After approximately 1 mile, [TURN R] (M) down Sadlers Rd.

Continue along Sadlers Rd until it becomes an unmetalled path, and carry straight on uphill.  At T-junction with a broader track (opp. Right of Way signs) [TURN L].
After ¼ mile [TURN R] onto narrower path which climbs briefly and then drops sharply, leading to a roughly-surfaced lane at the bottom.  [TURN L] onto the  lane and follow it for 150 yards to the Inkpen-Ham road.  [TURN R] onto the road and after 50 yards [TURN L] onto a Bridleway. 

Follow the Bridleway under trees till it emerges at the edge of a field.

[TURN L] along the field edge and at end of field (computing joke there)

[TURN R]  up a tree-lined Bridleway towards the Downs (sign).

Follow the bridleway to the foot of the Downs and ascend ‘The Slab’ .

NB  There will be a water stop on the ridgeway at the top of the Slab, so you can conserve your own supplies.

As the path up the Slab reaches the top it curves back on itself and heads West again.  After a few yards, make for the boundary-fence with the ridgeway and walk West along it till you get to metal gate, heading for a clump of tall trees.  Go through gate and [TURN R] onto ridgeway.  

Follow the ridgeway West along the crest of the Downs, eventually coming to the Fosbury-Ham lane (CAUTION!, this where this year’s route differs from previous years).   [TURN L] and head towards Fosbury continue past L turn signposted to Andover for 1 ½ miles to T-junction on Fosbury Shalbourne Road. Go straight over this road to bridle path opposite which continues for about a mile eventually becoming a metalled road leading into Oxenwood. [TURN R] onto Fosbury Oxenwood road  for 100 yards then [TURN L] at crossroads towards Chute and Tidcombe.(M). On up the hill out of Oxenwood and continue towards the A338 past left turn to Chute (opposite where last years route comes out)  towards  A338 on  lane (signed ‘GRAFTON’).  Stay on lane through Marten and reach the A338 opposite ‘The Windmill’ (last known sighting of several of last year’s entrants).

[TURN L] (M) onto A338 and immediately [TURN R] for Wilton.  You are now on the course of the Roman road from Winchester to Wanborough (Give Way to  Imperial couriers…), with Wilton Windmill ahead to your right.  At junction with Bedwyn-Wilton lane cross straight over (actually very slightly staggered to left) continuing uphill on the Roman road, now unmetalled (following Footpath sign for ‘CROFTON BEAM ENGINES’).     Ignore ‘Cycleway’ signs.
Drop downhill on the far side and cross the Kennet and Avon Canal and the main railway line to the West Country.  (M) (This crossing still has the original Roman level-crossing gates!).  Check that the light on the gate is green before crossing railway.  At Crofton-Bedwyn lane, [TURN R] and follow metalled lane for ¾ mile to Great Bedwyn.  

Carry on into Great Bedwyn past the Church and Post Office and [TURN L] at the T-junction.  You have now joined the Family route.  There are NO public toilets in Great Bedwyn but it has good pubs.  Carry on up the hill (towards MARLBOROUGH) for ½ mile.  At the top of the hill by a small letterbox [TURN L] (M) on a metalled lane which bears right after 200 yards and becomes unmetalled (red-brick gabled cottage on your right).

Continue downhill on gravel road and then uphill and level.  At end of track where it opens out onto a metalled lane [BEAR R] by white house.  (St Katharine’s Church on your left). Follow metalled lane  past St Katharine’s Primary School on your left to a T-junction opp. Warren Farm.

[TURN L] (M) onto lane to Durley and after approx. 300 yards [TURN R] onto Grand Avenue through Savernake Forest.  Carry on up the avenue and ¾ mile after Eight Walks [TURN L] (M) onto Long Harry. 

(NB  PLEASE OBSERVE DUE COURTESY TO WALKERS IN THE FOREST.)

 This is a roughly-surfaced track which after about a mile leads to the Postern Hill picnic area, crossing a dirt track and through some wooden barriers.  As track approaches picnic area, [FORK R].
· Barbecue at Area Site 5.

· Lifts available back to Hungerford for those who’ve had enough!

· PLEASE DISMOUNT THROUGH THE PICNIC AREAS!!!

When suitably refreshed, rejoin the track (still dismounted till you clear the picnic sites) then [BEAR R] downhill to open space with view of Marlborough.  Descend very steep footpath to right-hand side of fence and [TURN R] onto Sustrans path (built on the trackbed of the Midland and South Western Junction Railway from Cheltenham to Andover).  Follow the Sustrans path for about ¼ mile, passing under the A4.  Soon after this leave the Sustrans path at an exit on the right, opp. ‘The Bungalow’ (M) .

The key thing to remember on the remainder of the route is NOT TO CROSS THE RIVER but stay to the South of it…

Head back uphill towards the A4 but just before reaching it [TURN L] into Chopping Knife Lane.  Carry on down lane, ignoring left turn to Mildenhall, and soon after joining lane coming in from the right (CAUTION – YOU DO NOT HAVE RIGHT-OF-WAY) when lane drops off left to go down to Stitchcombe, carry straight on (technically a right-turn) (M).

At ‘No Through Road’ sign [TURN L] downhill and follow lane along valley-bottom.  Ignore left-turn to Axford and keep straight on till you come to the end of the lane.  [TURN R] on unmetalled track uphill and after 200 yards, [TURN L] onto Bridleway through small gate.  Follow Bridleway along field edge, eventually coming onto a part-metalled road (Ramsbury Manor on your left) and then at junction straight across onto a metalled lane.  Follow the lane till it approaches a house and diverts to an unmetalled track on the right.  Follow track to two white thatched cottages – track goes in front of first and behind second.  

(At this point you can detour to Ramsbury over the river (left) for toilets if required – you can rejoin the route via the Ramsbury-Froxfield lane.) 

Cross the Ramsbury-Froxfield road (M), follow roughly-surfaced track to West Lodge, where it becomes a field track after a cattle-grid.  Continue on this track to Littlecote Park.

Leave Littlecote by tree-lined avenue to East Lodge – it says ‘No Exit’ but that is for cars.  Beware of drivers coming in the other direction though, as they may not be expecting you! 

  [BEAR L] onto Froxfield-Chilton lane and after ½ mile reach B4192 Aldbourne-Hungerford road (M) .  Follow B4192 to Hungerford (optional green track along field edge to right-hand side of road).  On approaching A4, [TURN L] (M) through Charnham Park Industrial Estate  to roundabout on A4.  Take last exit from roundabout (A4 West) (M)  and at mini-roundabout by ‘The Bear’ [TURN L] up A338.  Cross canal bridge and proceed up High Street; at second mini-roundabout opp. Town Hall [TURN L] up Park St to Common.  
TEA AND LIGHT REFRESHMENTS (INCLUDING ANY CAKE NOT EATEN IN THE FOREST!) AVAILABALE FOR A MODEST DONATION ON THE COMMON FROM  2  PM.
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